


Final Public Notice
Notification is hereby given to the public that the Colorado City Metropolitan District has requested funding from the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)’s High Hazard Potential Dam (HHPD) Program to rehabilitate Lake Beckwith Dam. This notification is provided pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Executive Orders 11988 – Floodplain Management, Executive Order 11990 – Wetland Protection, Federal agency implementation procedures described in 44 C.F.R. Part 9 and FEMA Directive 108-1. Funding from FEMA’s High Hazard Potential Dam program will be utilized to implement cost-effective dam safety projects that result in safer and more resilient communities. This project would incorporate a sustainable design that would add improvements to the dam to increase the useful life of the structure and minimize risk in future events. 
The President of the United States has issued Executive Orders that require Federal Agencies to focus attention on the environment, human health and safety when considering the funding of an action. Executive Orders 11988 – Floodplain Management and 11990 – Wetland Protection require federal agencies to avoid to the extent possible the long- and short-term adverse impacts associated with the occupancy and modification of floodplains/wetlands and to avoid direct and indirect support of floodplain/wetland development wherever there is a practicable alternative. With this public notice, FEMA is informing the public that the proposed rehabilitation of Lake Beckwith Dam would occur in areas that are mapped within the 100-year floodplain and potentially located within or near designated wetlands. The proposed project action will have both permanent and temporary impacts on the wetlands and floodplain. 
Lake Beckwith Dam and Reservoir is located in Pueblo County, Colorado at (37.94501, -104.86223). The dam was built in 1912 and modified multiple times between the 1950s and 1990s to accommodate the construction of Cuerno Verdo Boulevard. Beckwith Dam and Reservoir primary purposes are to provide a water supply for Colorado city and various outdoor recreation activities like fishing, walking and Kayaking. 
The Colorado City Metropolitan District proposes to rehabilitate Beckwith Dam by constructing a new high-density polyethylene (HDPE) siphon adjacent to the existing siphon, a new pre-cast reinforced concrete intake structure with an 18-inch manual operated slide gate located adjacent to the existing concrete intake tower and a new 18-inch-diameter HDPE siphon that is parallel to the alignment of the existing siphon pipe. The existing concrete manhole will be removed and replaced to prevent inundation during high reservoir levels. The plan also proposes installing a filter protection system, a seepage cutoff trench through the foundation alluvium, and realign the road to the dam. Construction activities would be in accordance with all applicable federal, state and local laws, regulations and ordinances. There are no practicable alternatives outside the floodplain and wetlands for this proposed project. 
This project will permanently impact 0.6 acres of floodplain and potentially impact 0.067 acres of wetlands by embankment fill. The applicant will temporarily be accessing 3.6 acres within the floodplain to complete the necessary work to rehabilitate the dam. To minimize the temporary and permanent impacts of both floodplain and wetlands, the applicant will be placing silt fencing during construction and applying erosion/sedimentation protection measures alongside all specifications and construction permits requirements to meet environmental compliance measures. 
A public comment period for the proposed project described in this notice will remain open for 15 days from date of publication. If no substantive comments are received, the proposed project may proceed no sooner than 15 days after the comment period closes. Interested persons may obtain more detailed information about the proposed project by contacting by emailing fema-r8ehp@fema.dhs.gov or by mail sent to the Denver Federal Center, P.O. Box 25267, Denver, Colorado, 80225, subject line: Beckwith Dam Rehabilitation Project.
[image: ]
[image: ]

July 2, 2026
image1.emf

image2.emf

image3.png
L





